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La Valette as his aide to see the Selemlik, when the
Sultan makes his weekly public visit to the mosque.
Those who have witnessed this brilliant and pictur-
esque ceremony in later times, so pregnant with
meaning to Mohammedans, tell me that it is little
changed. The Sultan of Turkey, who is also Padi-
shah of all Moslems, drives from the palace to the
mosque between banks of soldiers, surrounded by
his brilliantly uniformed staff and followed by some
of the ladies of the harem.

When he came out of the mosque he did a very
unusual thing, we were told, for so formal an oc-
casion. He came over toward the little group of
American naval officers among the contingent of for-
eigners and, addressing Flag-Officer La Valette, he
said that he had heard we were about to depart and
he asked us to remain; otherwise he would be de-
prived of the privilege of seeing our fine ship. As he
spoke as the head of the government of Turkey, and
we were in Turkish waters, Flag-Officer La Valette
changed his plans.

No doubt Abdul Mejiid, who, like later sultans,
was beset by European chancelleries and never
missed an opportunity of playing one power against
another, enjoyed this little hit at the officious guar-
dianship of the British ambassador. At all events,
nothing further was heard from Lord de Redcliffe,
and the honors of the affair were with the Sultan
and the Wabash, while all the other diplomats were